
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report    2014-2015 

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. 

Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”  Margaret Mead 

  



 

 

What a momentous year…we celebrated: 

 The 10th Anniversary of Women’s Voices Raised for Social 

Justice 

 The US Supreme Court ruling that made same-sex marriage 

legal in every state 

 The US Supreme Court ruling upholding the Affordable 

Care Act 

We reached new milestones: 

 Grew 30%...from 189 to 270 dues-paying members 

 562 people attended our eight monthly education programs 

 Started “Lock it for Love” gun safety information and free 

gun locks program 

 Debuted a new website with enhanced advocacy capabilities  

We’re proud of our first “decade of making a difference.”  Now it’s onward with our education and advocacy 

work as we begin the next 10 years towards advancing social justice.   

 

 

 

 

2014-15 Education Programs 

September:  Unraveling of our Reproductive Right 

October:  Lessons Learned: Challenges & Opportunities for Missouri’s 

Schools  

November:  Budget Blues & Other Sad Songs from Jefferson City 

December: Sweet Celebrations: Birthday Parties for Kids in Shelters 

January:  Shareholder Advocacy: Changing Corporate Culture                                 

February:  White Privilege: Have We Learned Not to Look? 

March:  Stolen Childhoods: The Emotional Toll of Gun Violence 

April:  Eight Months Post-Ferguson: The Journey from Recovery to Rebuilding  

May:  A Decade of Making a Difference: Celebrating Women’s Voices’ 10th Anniversary 

      

 

Rob Good & Amy Hunter, speakers at "White 
Privilege: Have We Learned Not to Look?" 



 

 

Our Health Care 
Adovocacy Committee 
actively spoke up for 
access to quality, 
affordable health care 
for all.  We wrote letters 
to the editor, testified at 
legislative hearings and 
attended rallies.   

 

 

 

 

 

On June 26, 2015, the US Supreme Court ruled to legalize same sex 
marriage in every state.  We support the rights of gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and transgender individuals to fully participate in society and 
have the rights and benefits available to every American. 

 

 

 

 

We have marched in the Pride Parade 

every year since 2005 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Students from Northwest  Academy of Law High School in the St. Louis 

Public School District brought a photo exhibit on the Freedom 

Summer  1964 to our Februrary meeting.  The meeting topic “White 

Privilege: Have We Learned Not to Look?” drew an audience of 150. 

Amy Hunter, Director of Racial Justice at the YWCA St. Louis, said the 

way to reach racial equality is to work strategically to change 

structures and systems that perpetuate racial discrimination.  

 

 



 

 

A Decade of Making A Difference:  2005-2015 

 

 

       Board Members Chery Green & Bethany Sage Curtis 

 

 

We celebrated our 10th Anniversary with a party…good friends, good food, a little 

wine and song.  Traditional “annual meeting” business included electing the 2015-

16 Board of Directors and approving the 2015-16 budget. 

The celebration was at Alberici headquarters, one of the world’s most eco-friendly 

buildings…where we had our monthly education programs during our early years.  

Thanks to Alberici for generously hosting us for our big anniversary! 

 

 

2014-15 Board of Directors 

Lise Bernstein  President 

Ruth Ehresman Vice President 

Judy Arnold  Secretary 

Barbara Newsham Treasurer 

Mary Clemons  Immediate Past President 

Chery Green, Appointed Board Member; Judi Jennetten, Membership Director; Joanne Kelly, Program 

Director; Barbara Paulus, Advocacy Director; Bethany Sage Curtis, Marketing Director 

womensvoicesraised.org info@womensvoicesraised.org 

 

Founders Ann Ruger, Ruth Ann Cioci, Joanne Kelly & Barbara Finch 

Ann Ross & Jinny Gender 

 


