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These St. Louis friends, in their 80s, are
still making good trouble
Aisha Sultan  5 hrs ago   4

Aisha Sultan

arbara Finch wanted to channel her anxiety about the upcoming presidential
election into something useful.

She volunteered to knock on doors in Kirkwood. She talked to a number of people
who didn’t understand the issues at stake or the backgrounds of the candidates
running. It was eye-opening.

Her friend, Ruth Ann Cioci, of Webster Groves, also started canvassing and met voters
unsure which of the candidates were better on the environment, schools and gun
control. How did so many people not know, she wondered. Cioci reassured herself by
looking at the polling data showing her favored candidate ahead.

On election day, the outcome they most feared came to fruition: George W. Bush beat
John Kerry.

“I was devastated,” says Ann Ruger, of Webster Groves. “We thought George Bush
was bad,” Cioci added.

Cara Spencer, in first speech as mayor, charts plan to fix St. Louis.
It’s a big job.

Missouri’s Josh Hawley joins Democratic colleague to push for
easier, cheaper auto repairs

Letter: Planned layoffs at Edward Jones betray its own company
culture

Trump yanks SIUE grant for high school library program. ‘No longer
serves US interests.’

AquaSculpt Reviews (Ice Water Hack) Best Diet Pills for Weight Loss
in 2025

The octogenarian women sitting around her laughed ruefully.

“Twenty years ago, four St. Louis women got pissed off,” Finch, now 87, says about
the roots of her political activism. She listed their concerns: Bush wanted to privatize
Social Security. St. Louis public schools were failing the children. Women couldn’t
obtain Plan B contraceptive at the drugstore. The environment was threatened.

After weeks of worry and complaint, the group of friends, most of whom met when
their children were in elementary school, decided to do something. They formed a
nonprofit organization, Women’s Voices Raised for Social Justice. The group would
invite experts and provide monthly educational talks on a variety of social and
political issues. They planned to channel that knowledge into their advocacy.

“We couldn’t find anyone else doing what we were doing,” Finch says.

Their programs began attracting a large crowd — up to a hundred people for some
topics. For 20 years running, the organization has hosted a monthly speaker. They
have worked on initiatives like getting prisoners' records expunged, so they can get
jobs. They have given away more than 10,000 gun locks in the city and county to help
with gun violence prevention. They have fought against plans that would hurt the
local environment.

Joanne Kelly, 84, of Webster Groves, served as president of the organization for
several years. She now lives at a senior living facility. She is horrified by the current
political situation. Recently, she started Seniors for Democracy at the facility and
recruited her longtime friend, Cioci, to join. They meet every Wednesday. They write
and send postcards to elected officials. They make phone calls to their representatives
relying on the FiveCalls.org site. They attend protests together.

“Are we making a big difference? No,” Kelly says. “But it’s not just sitting around and
(complaining) to our neighbors, which does absolutely no good.”

The women, all in their 80s, expressed frustration and anger that they are unable to
do more to fight what they see as the current administration’s attacks on democracy
and authoritarian actions.

Women’s Voices Raised for Social Justice will honor their four founders at their 20th
anniversary party on April 26 at Webster Groves United Methodist Church Christian
Life Center.

Among the original four women, two are now widowed. Three live in independent
living retirement communities. They are battling significant health challenges from
osteoporosis to end-stage renal disease and macular degeneration. But they’ve
maintained their friendships bound by a fire for social justice and a feisty sense of
humor.

“The organization has aged better than we have individually,” Cioci jokes.

Beyond their life changes and health issues, they have something even stronger in
common.

“We are still pissed off,” Finch says. “Things are so much worse today than they were
20 years ago.”

She said that age may have forced them to slow down, but it hasn’t stopped them.

“We are still determined to the best of our now-limited ability, to continue to work, to
educate, to raise our voices and strive for a fairer, kinder, more compassionate
community.”

Flooding and elections dominated the news cycle the week of April 6 in St. Louis. Video by Jenna Jones.
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(From left to right) Twenty years ago, Ruth Ann Cioci, Joanne Kelly, Barbara Finch and Ann Ruger started a nonprofit, Women’s Voices Raised for Social Justice,
designed to provide education and advocacy on a variety of social justice issues.  Women’s Voices (womensvoicesraised.org) will celebrate its 20th anniversary
on from 2 to 4 p.m. April 26 at the Webster Groves United Methodist Church Christian Life Center. They will honor their founders at that party. 
Aisha Sultan
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Alexis Zotos to leave KMOV at the end of the
month
Her last day at KMOV will be April 30.

A St. Louis couple vowed a ‘no-spend’ year.
It changed their lives.
After Richelle and Madeline Webster-Perry got engaged in 2021,
they realized their spending habits needed a major overhaul.

Bill Murray disappoints at sold-out Pageant
show, but Blood Brothers deliver
It felt like Murray was a die-hard fan invited to perform with his
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critic Ian Froeb picks 100 essential spots for 2025.

Lenny Kravitz, Sublime, TLC and more will
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